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What is 21st century teaching and 

learning? 
 • The term "21st-century skills" is generally 

used to refer to certain: 

•  core competencies such as collaboration 

•  digital literacy 

• critical thinking 

• problem-solving that advocates believe 
schools need to teach to help students thrive 
in today's world. 

 



Definitions of 21st Century Skills   
 

• CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS refers to students being able to analyze complex problems, investigate 
questions for which there are no clear-cut answers, evaluate different points of view or sources of 
information, and draw appropriate conclusions based on evidence and reasoning.   

• COLLABORATION SKILLS refers to students being able to work together to solve problems or answer 
questions, to work effectively and respectfully in teams to accomplish a common goal and to assume 
shared responsibility for completing a task.   

• COMMUNICATION SKILLS refers to students being able to organize their thoughts, data, and findings; and 
share these effectively through a variety of media, as well as orally and in writing.   

• CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION SKILLS refers to students being able to generate and refine solutions to 
complex problems or tasks based on synthesis, analysis, and then combining or presenting what they have 
learned in new and original ways.   

• SELF-DIRECTION SKILLS refers to students being able to take responsibility for their learning by identifying 
topics to pursue and processes for their own learning, and being able to review their own work and 
respond to feedback.   

• GLOBAL CONNECTIONS refers to students being able to understand global, geopolitical issues including 
awareness of geography, culture, language, history, and literature from other countries.   

• LOCAL CONNECTIONS refers to students being able to apply what they have learned to local contexts and 
community issues.   

• USING TECHNOLOGY AS A TOOL FOR LEARNING refers to students being able to manage their learning and 
produce products using appropriate information and communication technologies.   



Modern classroom 

• In a modern classroom, students are actively 
involved in constructing content and new 
ideas. They use active learning approaches, 
such as project-based learning and design-
based learning, where students are engaged in 
real, relevant, and purposeful activities. 





Attitude gives us altitude! 

• The competency component is part of the 
ATITUDE and I think that from this we have to 
start with our students about the 
operationalization with the information, the data 
and the knowledge. Developing skills, abilities 
and abilities will lead us to understanding and 
performance. 

• This combinatorial form us, as modern teachers, 
facilitators of the teaching-learning-evaluation 
process. 



21 Century Teacher 



A NEW VISION OF TEACHING 

• Teachers demonstrate LEADERSHIP 

• Teachers establish environment for a diverse 
population of students 

• Teachers know the content they teach 

• Teachers facilitate learner for their students 

• Teachers reflect on their practice 

 

 

 

 



21 Century Teacher and Learner 

• Ideal learning environement: learning by 
doing (DEWEY- concept) 

• A. Teachers and students are all learners 

• B. The focus is more on  questions, less on 
answers 

• C. Understanding is more important then 
Knowing 

• D. Innovation and exploration are part of 
learning 

 







21 Century Teacher 

• Teachers know the content apropriate to their 

teaching speciality 

• Teachers recognize the interconnectendess of 
content areas/disciplines 

• Teachers make instruction relevant to student 































Activity in international groups 

• Find and formulate some 21st Century Skills 
starting from an subject area of your choosing 

• Formulate skills on different levels: 

1. Life skills…. 

2. Critical thinking/ innovation skills 

3. Cooperation / communication skills 


